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Deer Lodge, Montana, 
May 4, 1876, 

ev, Sheldon Jackson: | ) 

= ££ @ My grounds for becoming offended at you are these: 
First, you told me distinetly and plainly before 7 came to lontana that 
I wan to be settled at Helena. On the way out here you intimated that 
possibly Mr, Sommel would not come out unless he was settled ir Helena. 
But you saic that you would if possible have him settle at Deer Lodge. 
In a letter of Dr. Kendall's to bir, Rommel he says it was the distinct 
understanding between you and the -ec's of the board before you left 
New York on your way to Montana that Wr. Fommel should be settled at 
Nelena, and IT at Deer Lodge. When Mr. Vommel cane he said he had never 
deen Asked to go any where except to Helena, <I felt at the time that 
it was exceedingly shabby ween to be promised a place ‘and thin aes 
unceremoniously superseded for all your conversations with me and your 
letters to me were to the effect that I should be the minister in Helena 
Although in the providence of God it has turned ovt that vr, Fommel is be 
ter adapted to be pastor of the Nelena church than I, and I better suited 
to the people of Deer Lodge than he, yet I consider that the offense 
against righteousness and Justice by you remains the same, You knew 
neither the adaptation of Yr, Rommel for Helena nor of me for thteplece. 
The same arrangement would have been brought ebout in an open, frank and 
aboveboard manner. ae 

Qnd. When I complained to you that *1009 per year was not enough 

you led me to balieve that you could increase the amount and would have 


it done, promising to write to the Board and have them raise it at once. 
Whether you wrote to the Board or not on this subject I do not know; T° - 


ae 


only know that my salary wes wos tnereaset wtih after T ammo t» Deer ) 


to leave if they did not inereanse the amount. 

Sra. You promised Yr. Yrackeltson and me to see that the Board 
paid all our travelling expenses if we would travel during our first 
year in Meontena. When I settled in Deer Lodge and wrete to the Board abou 
it I was informed that the Foard would pay only my salary and no other 
expenres. 

These are the principal points in my hecoming offended at you . 

I do not wish to stir wp an old qyarrel. My object is to endeavor to 
settle once and finally an old dispute and if possible to live at peace 
with you and al) nen,” 


J. Re Russel. 


oF Denver, Colorado, 
Tune 22, 1874, 
Rev. J. R. Russell, 
Dear Brother: 

Youre of May 4th eame as I was leaving for the General 
Aaserhiy. I regret that I eoula not have answered it promptly. But 
this is my first opportunity. 

IT will take up your eounts in order after earnest prayer 
for Divine guidance. 

Ast. "That I dsecived you with reference to Helena, &e." 
This Tt deny. When I first conversed with you about going to Montena 
I suppesed, and said so, that the first one agreeing to go could have 
the ehoice of fields, but after am interview with the Secretaries of 
the Board I was informed that Mr,. Rommel was to go to Helena. When 
I returned to Colerado I informed you of this ehange, of whieh I have 
witnesses, ; 
5 ‘ait She, Somd. ot Hiner petite {n ientana, diet ihe ie 
derstanding was for you to supply Helena and Deer Lodge until Mr.Rommell 
‘should arrive; after which you were expected to supply Deer Lodge and 
Missoula. . 7 re 
od This understanding you, yourself acknowledged, in a letter 
te me, whieh I sent to the Board, and whieh I presume is on file among 
their records. . 
| ‘But even af the above had not been the ease, you know that 
being simply the Agent of the Board, I ean not bind them for they have 
the power to overrule all my promises and wishes. 
Your 24 and 34 Counts are as to "Salary" and “travelling 
expenses." Again I say you misapprehended mes I had even then 
been too long in the work to make any definite promise whatever as to 


jan 
the anount of salary. And I could not have done so, if I had wished, a 
T ean not bind the Board, I eould only say that I will recowmend and 
urge the Board to do so and so. . And I probably said that if you found 
the salary was. not sufficient that I would try and have it inoreased. © 
And I did try and it was in part owing to my influence that your salary 
was increased after you moved to Deer Lodge. 

And perhaps I eould have seoured a eti2a larger inerease &f 
yours and Fraekelton's complaining letters to the ata 2 your negleet to 
care for Missoula, after being relieved of Helena, had not so dissatis- 

fied the Secretaries that they felt that a mistake had been made in 
- sending you out; that you were not the men for the kind of work you were 
expecged to do. The Board expected you to get a horse (and it necessary 
would probably have found some Sabbath School, who would have thus fure 
nished you) and thus journey to and fro from Missoula, preaching et Sta 
tions along the way on your monthly trip. In the majority of inetanees 
no charge would have been made for your lodging or meals, you would alse 
have brought the Gospel within reach of three times as many people as 
you haye dene and carried out the purpose of the Board in commissioning 
you. If you had thus done, as other Missionaries in other new sections 
of the field are doing, you would have found that at the alose of the 
year would have had just as muoh money in your possession as you did un- 
der the present poliey. If you had ineurred nore expente Ue would in 
ene way and another have been made up to yous There would have been noe 
lack at the end of the year. 

Thus no deri 86 C) r ious charge 
have no apology te offer. TI oan only say that T am sorry you have pere 
mitted your mind to @o dwell upon your supposed grievances as to nake you 
feel wnoomfortable and hinder you in your work @nd to eause you to vio- 
late the rights ef hospitality. When you were a gtrangér in a strange 


_ land we furnished you a home and under circumstances that for weeks 


were exceedingly inconvenient and that involved ¢reat personal sacrifices | 
on eur part. We did it cheerfully and lovingly and would have never 
mentioned it only te show you hew. we felt our feelings outraged when the 
next thing we heard from you was the charges, not first sent to me for 


expaanation but direet to the Board; then, second, the action of the 


Presbytery that was liable to injure me before the Chureh; and then 


third, a letter from a prominent Presbyterian in Montana stating that 
the aetion of the Presbytery was ferced threugh by yourself; then fourth, 
the direot assertion by Mr. Prackleton to me, that you threatened the 
Presbytery that if they did not pass those resolutions you would with- 
draw and break up the Preeby tery. Then fifth, your letter to me, whieh 
is now before me, galling on me to ina and wishing the Board would | 
reniove mes 

As these things came out one after another, do you wonder 
that I felt the wounds of one that I had supposed to be a warm friend? | 

But T earried these grievances at once to the Cross and left 
them there, and have worked on with the same vigor for Montana, as if 
they had not occurred. Indeed the care of the churches and the perplex= 
ity of my position are so great that I have no time to treasure up per- 
sonal affronts er pay much attention to personal attacks. Any evil 
influence that might have resulted against me from the action ef the 


- Presbytery was prevented by the reproach brought. upon the Presbytery by 


the injudicious behavior of the Montana's Commissioner to the Assembly. 
(He was the laughing stock of the. Assembly of 75 and the Assembly of 74 
appointed @ eommittes to investigate certain fraudulent practices charged 
against beth the Montana Conmissioners,). 

The action of the Presbytery also gave me the opportunity 
of returning good for evil.--- . ir, Crittendon eould not have remained 


». 
a ca 
in Montana six nanthe without my: alae help - (I have the papers +o 
prove it). 
And the money which both yourself end Hr. Rommell are receiving 
from the Board was raised by my persomal effort last February, — 
Aw another manifestation of good for evil, I am paxinét the sub-. 
seription on your Weekly Rocky Mountain Presbyterian, which I am not 
- Going for any of the Ministers of Colorade. It is a small thing,to be 
sure, but if shows the principle and my reason for doing it was because 
I felt you were not cordial towards me---Nor de I take any credit for 
these thinfs. I eould net keep hard feelings towards you and yet pray 
for y6n and your work by name, as I have done and continue to do, every 
week--T gould not eontinue to cherish hard feelings againet any Rrother 
and yet expeot Ged's blessing on my work. 
_ The reason more has not been done for Montana in due to the times. 
Upon my return from Montana, where I had hoped to have received money 
to have assisted you in building, the Chieago fire cocurred, and there 
was a drying up of the fountains. of special benevolence. Then came the 
bad repute of Montana as the result of Mr. Frackelton's course at the 
Assembly, whieh was followed by Tay Cook's failure and the suspension of 
“work en the Northern Pacific Rail Road. This latter brought impreve- 
ments and especially any increase of population in Montana largely at a 
stand still, and consequently affected Chureh work. So far as I aan 
‘learn the Board now propose simply the commission of a man for Rozeman. 
If you or Brother Rommell know of a suitable man for the place that eould 
be naa please send me his name and address and I will try to secure hin. 
If the building of the N.P.R.R. had continued with the necessary result of 
a large inerease of population, they would prebably have sent you two or 
three hee ig mean time we oan only wait and pray and prepare the 
way for a large inerease of the work when the population eommerces to 


- ate 
flow in. In my relations to you I have ignored the past and am trying 

to work on, as if it had not been, when you are ready to do the sane, we 
can work together. And I seareely nesd assure you, that this state of 
things would give me great satisfaction. And if you saw your way open 
to serve Missoula oncea month, it. would give the Board at New York er 

| the Chureh at large great satisfaction, and Prepare the way for an ine 
epuane i your mknisterial force. I have thus written fully and frankly 
as you desired. Watching wi th mueh interest for the completion of your 
Church and with earnest weekly prayer for God's blessing on you and your 


| work, and asking a constant interest in your prayers, I remain your 
‘Brother in Chriat. 
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